[image: image1.png]BINSTRIPEMAG




[image: image2.png]FEATURE STORY GIFT GUIDE

MM-1 Multimedia speakers, Bowers & Wilkins: a
review
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MM-1 Multimedia speakers, Bowers & Wilkins: a review. The Bowers & Wilkins MM-1 Mulimedia speakers are
hi-fdelty speakers shrunk down into & contemporary deskiop 2.0 design. Notonly do they sound great, the
designis clean, contemporary and sultable for any guys’ bachelor pad or offce space. Bowers & Wikins,
produce some of the best hifidelity sound/audio products available today and come from a tradition of ciass
‘coupled with performance. At$499, they are a bit pricey but you get what you pay for. Read on for our review.
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‘The Bowers & Wilkins MM-1 Multimeda speakers are 2-way, fully active speakers with buiin Digial Signal
Processing or DSP outputing at 4x 18 watts. A 3 inch woofer that handes the bass/mids and a 1 inch tweeter
make up each of the MMI-1's left and right. The tweeters utlize the B&W tube design made popular by the

Nautilus speakers. This tube design dampens unwanted resonance and outputs high frequency sounds at 38Hz
and 22kHz. Inputs Include a 3.5mm aux mini-jack for direct analogue connections like from your IPod, IPad and
1Phone and a mini-USB 2.0 portfor connection to your pc.

‘The MM-1 speakers are connected to your laptop or pc via usb and it streams the music file or audio as raw data,
bypassing your sound card or on-board sound, then translates itnto hi-fdelity stereo sound. Upon reviewing the
MM-1's at Pinstripe Magazine, the firstthing we notice is they way they look and feel. Weighing about 2Ibs per
speaker, the Bowers & Wilkins MM-1'sfeel solid and well constructed from the moment you pick them up.
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‘The Bowers & Wilkins MM-1's stand at 170mm or 6.7 inches tall by 3.9 inches or 100mm wide and deep. The,
enclosure is inished with an ABS with spm aluminum top plate. The speaker grilles are covered in black cloth
‘and separated by the single brushed aluminum bar make for a clean and sleek look. In my experience its pretty
difficlt o find quality mulimedia speakers for  po that look good. Most pe speakers look like cheap pieces of
plastic andlor resemble a kids gaming pc. The MM-1's are suitable for an office seting, contemporary living
‘space and any place you would like a clean, modemn and unclutiered look. Convenient channels are cutinto the
rubber foundation allowing for neat wire-management while the left speaker allows for some winding up of
‘excess cord that s connecling the two speakers to one another.

Being thatthe MN-1's are Hi-Fidelity 2.0 stereo speakers without a sub-woofer component, the sound is
‘extremely well-rounded with enough thickness notto miss your sub-woofer 0o much and save on some space.
The sound is optimized to be best directly near the speakers, roughly about 1-3 feet distance, about how far you
‘would be siting from your keyboard and monitor setup, though we were pleased with the sound coverage fora
fairy large hotel room. The bass is vibrant and thickens the music enough to add some meat o i, but ifyou are
looking for boomingringing bass that will fil a room, these are probably not the speakers for you. The sound

produced by the MM-1' Is detailed and well-balanced even at increased levels without being overpowering.
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MM-1 Mutimedia Spoakers, windows? driver, Bowers & Wikins

Upon plugging into our pc setup, installation was a snap, Windows 7 automatically picks up the correct drivers,
then just head to your sound control panel and change the outputto pointto the MM-1'. Ifyou are playing crappy
mp3's at 128K or less then 44khz you will il enjoy the MM-1's but output high qualty audio or even lossless
audio like FLAC and the MM-1's willreward you with rich, deep, vibrant, detalled sound with clear and
‘dynamic punch, you will be impressed. Great vocals are really enhanced and production quallty is heard on a
differentlevel from your everyday or on-board processing and sound speakers.
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light indicator lets you know the unit has been tumed on and flashes when on muteired when oft. We did
notice that the right speaker top, which contains the amp and th circuit-board, remains fairly warm during use.
Press power 1o tum the uniton or mute the speakers or use the handy remote,
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‘A smallinconvenience but due 1o digital volume controls and not really specific o the MML-1s s clicking 5/6 times
or holding to increase and decrease volume vs simply tuming the knob to the desired level and having an instant
adjustmentis something we miss. Perhaps programmable presets for volume levels might help this ltte.

inconvenience.
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Jumbo egg and about 1inch thick. As we mentioned earler the MM-1's are
= an excellent 2.0 sereo speaker system and although the they are unable to
Process surround sound, they exhibit excellent ambient qualies to envelop.
and immerse you n your audio. The MM-1's will reintroduce you to the
passlon you once felt towards your music and may quit possibly even
help you notice things you never did before. HD movies, Rock, Pop,
Electronio music with high producton and classical, orchesra, symphonic
audio with dynamic volume levels, come through clean and crisp. Rock
music s full and in your ace without being obnoxous. Vocals are
enhanced 50 you hear even more deail and characte n their singing. The experience is similar to wearing hi-
fdelity headphones, clean, detalled with excellent amblent sound. The MM-1s allow you to hear your audio the
way It was recorded and the way It was meantto be heard.
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[image: image8.png]‘The MM-1 Mulimedia speakers from Bowers & Wilkins are a great choice for your office, bachelor pad, man
cave or small enough to pack in a dutfle bag and take with you and offr rch, vibrant and clean audio. They are.
a bit pricey at $499 butthe elegance of the design, richness and clarity of sound along with the convenlence of
plug and play make the MM-15 worth the scratch.

available for $499 from Bowers & Wilkins, MM-1 Multimedia speakers
-Photos by Ronald Lee.
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